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ANNEX: COUNTRY REPORTS 

The country reports added as an annex were prepared by the CERIM project partners. In case of 

Germany and Slovakia, there is one report for all regions participating in the project (Baden-Württemberg, 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Saxony; Bratislava and Ģilina, respectively). In the case of Slovenia, the 

report analyses the data for the whole country. 

The reports were edited in such terms that they do not include a list of TT-institutions. Such a list is 

available separately in a combined Excel file. The annex document is structured as follows. 

 

 

 

Country ï Region         Page 

 

Austria ï Salzburg             4 

Germany ï Baden-Württemberg, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and Saxony    41 

Hungary ï Central Hungarian Region        60 

Italy ï Lombardia           72 

Poland ï West Pomerania          79 

Slovakia ï Bratislava and Ģilina          91 

Slovenia           105  
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1. NATIONAL AND REGIONAL KEY FIGURES 

The Republic of Austria is a country of roughly 8.3 million people in Central Europe. The majority of the 

populationðabout 90%ðspeaks German, which is also the country's official language. Austria is a 

parliamentary representative democracy, comprised of nine federal states. Austria has a nominal per 

capita GDP of bn. 282.20 Euros in 2008. 

 

One of the nine federal states is Salzburg with a population of 526 thousand people, which corresponds to 

6.35 percent in total. The capital of the federal state of Salzburg is Salzburg. It is the fourth-largest city in 

Austria, with a population of 150,000 inhabitants. The economic of the federal state of Salzburg achieves 

a GDP of billon 20.11 Euros in 2008. Correlated with the national GDP it equates 7,1 %. 

 

In total there are 253,139 Students at 16 big public Universities, 6 Universities for art and 10 private 

Universities in Austria. Beside the universities, there are 18 Universities of applied sciences in Austria. 

Thereof 15,636 students (6.16% of total registered students) are registered in the federal state of Salzburg 

at Paris-Lodron-University of Salzburg (Public University), Universität Mozarteum Salzburg (University of 

art), Paracelsus Medizinische Privatuniversität PMU (Private University), Wirtschaftsuniversität Seekirchen 

(Private University) and at FH Salzburg Fachhochschulgesellschaft mbH (University of applied sciences). 

 

Focusing on the public and private education system the highest education levels of the Austrian 

population
1
 are represented by the following table: 

 

Primary & secondary (ISCED 1 & 2)  27.1% 

Secondary education (ISCED 3)  35.8 % 

Post secondary (ISCED 4)   26.9 % 

Tertiary Education (ISCED 5-6)   10.2 % 

 

The developments of the educational level of the Austrian population show a general increase between 

1971 and 2008. While in 1971, 62% of the Austrian residential population, at the age of 15 years and 

older, had secondary school as their highest education level, it changed to 27.1% in 2008.. 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1
 The Population age beginning with 15 years. 
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2. OVERVIEW OVER THE POLICY ENVIRONMENT 

The government of the federal state of Salzburg and of the Republic of Austria are formed through a 

Majority system. The main political landscape is established by five political parties. These are the Social 

Democrats (SPÖ), the People's Party (ÖVP), the Freedom Party (FPÖ), the Greens (Grüne) and the 

Alliance for the Future of Austria (BZÖ). 

 

In Austria, beside the Federal President, the Federal Government is one of the uppermost organs of the 

federal management. Its members are the Federal Chancellor, the vice chancellor and the Federal 

Ministers. The members of the Federal Government are called in Austria Federal Minister including the 

Federal Chancellor. The ministries are the interface between political management and a political thought 

management. 

 

In daily business of economy and technology, the main actors at the political environment are the Federal 

Ministry of Finance (BMF), Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth (BMWA), Federal Ministry for 

Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) and the Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and 

Culture (BMUKK). Furthermore, there is the Austrian Science Council in an advisory function for the 

national government. 

 

In Austriaôs policy environment, the Austrian Social Partnership plays an important role. They form an 

interest union that explains a particularly well developed system of corporation between the major 

economic interest groups and between them and the government 

2.1. National Strategies 

2.1.1. Strategy 2010 - Perspectives for research, technology and innovation in 
Austria2 

This position paper of the council shows an advancement of the ĂNational research and innovation plan" 

(NaFIP) published in December 2002 and contains guidelines for the domestic research, technology and 

innovation politics at a time horizon in 2010 and in addition. 

2.1.2. Exellence strategy3 
The aim of the Excellency strategy is to lift the quality and attraction of the research and technology 

location Austria and to improve its international competitiveness.  

The present strategy document is to be considered as a landmark, providing an overview about all present 

activities and itôs strategic measures. These should serve as a basis to increase the quality of the Austrian 

innovation system and to achieve more research subjects, research projects and research teams in 

worldwide top positions. In these regards the recommendations of the Austrian Science Council have 

impulses on the research- and innovation-political actors in order to formulate measures within the scope 

of Excellence strategy. 

 

                                                      
2
 http://www.rat-fte.at/UserFiles/File/Strategie2010.pdf  

3
 Vgl. http://www.rat-fte.at/UserFiles/File/070810_exzellenzstrategie_screenversion.pdf 
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2.2. NATIONAL PLAYER 
 

 

The following graphic should illustrate the political and institutional situation and their participation in the 

national innovation environment and aid programmes. Because some of the institutions and programmes 

were renamed since the graphic was created, the following changes shall be noted:  

¶ The Federal Ministry of Education, Science and culture (BMBWK) is now Federal Ministry for 

Education, Arts and Culture (BMUKK). 

¶ The programmes K-ind/Knet were replaced by the new competence centres programme COMET. 

 

 

2.2.1. Federal Ministry of Finance (BMF) 
The Federal Ministry of Finance and their laws create the basis and determine the criteria for the tax 

acceptance of sponsored research and development expenditures. On this basis, companies can activate 

expenditures and therefore achieve sustainable tax effect.
4
 

                                                      
4
 Vgl. § 4 Abs. 4 Z 4a bzw. § 108c Abs. 2 Z 1 EStG 1988 

BMUKK 
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2.2.2. Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth (BMWFJ)5 
Economic policy aims at the sustainable improvement of the citizens' quality of life by securing 

employment, income growth and fair income distribution with due consideration of adequate social and 

environmental standards. The Federal Ministry of Economics and Labour primarily deals with questions of 

structural policy and searches for long-term solutions. 

 

Centre 1 develops strategic approaches, coordinates its conceptions of economic policy with those of 

other organisational units in the Ministry also undertakes the implementation in partial areas. 

 

The current emphasis is on location policy, employment policy and competition policy for Austria as well 

as in the European context. Location policy formulates positions and measures for the sustained 

enhancement of Austria's international competitive strength. Its results closely connected with employment 

policy, which also receives many impulses from overall European employment strategy. Competition 

policy creates the market framework for the other policies. 

2.2.3. Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and TechnologY (BMVIT)6 
Research, development and technological innovation provide the basis for economic growth, 

competitiveness, employment and, ultimately, the prosperity of a country and its citizens. The Federal 

Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) promotes research at all levels, from basic 

research to the industrial application of research results. 

 

The Role of the Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology in the Austrian Innovation 

System (BMVIT) 

Research, development and technological innovation provide the basis for economic growth, 

competitiveness, employment and, ultimately, the prosperity of a country and its citizens. The Federal 

Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) promotes research at all levels, from basic 

research to the industrial application of research results. 

 

The BMVIT manages the largest share of the public budget earmarked for applied research. It owns 50 

percent of the Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG), the body through which the Ministry channels 

the major part of its application-oriented research funding, and holds the majority of the Austrian Research 

Centres (ARC). Moreover, the BMVIT is responsible for the Austrian Science Fund (FWF), Austriaôs 

central body for the promotion of basic research. 

 

Besides efficient research promotion, a forward-looking approach of the most important components of the 

innovation system is essential: among the people engaged in research, and within the structures and 

funding systems, which make European and national research possible. 

 

The main activities of the BMVIT in the field of research 

¶ co-operation between industry and the scientific community 

¶ orientation towards key technologies 

¶ building on the strength of Austrian research 

¶ support to business start-ups in the high-technology sector 

¶ providing an attractive location for international research centres. 

                                                      
5
 Vgl. http://www.bmwfj.gv.at  

6
 Vgl. http://www.bmvit.gv.at  

http://www.bmwfj.gv.at/
http://www.bmvit.gv.at/
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¶ Technology policy, as understood by the BMVIT, also contributes to the solution of social and 

economic challenges. 

 

Sustainable Development 

Only an economy based on the principles of sustainability will be able to secure the prosperity and quality 

of life in long run. This, however, requires a radically reduced consumption of resources, which, in turn, 

can be achieved only by a fundamental change in the way of life and the economy. In addition to an 

appropriate political framework and increased awareness in consumer behaviour the economy itself will 

be an important factor in sustainable development. The Austrian Programme on Technologies for 

Sustainable Development aims at supporting the economy with future-oriented innovations and 

developments. 

 

It is a well-known fact that an orientation towards sustainability not only contributes to a relief of the 

environment, it also opens up completely new opportunities for the economy. For, saving on energy and 

raw materials also means developing considerably smarter and more efficient solutions and products to 

meet the needs. 

2.2.4. Austrian council for research technology development 
The major task of the council for research and technology development lies in the systematic, independent 

and substantiated consultation of the Austrian Federal Government in all questions of the research 

politics, technology politics and innovation politics.  

 

The aim of his work is to make a decisive contribution to a future-oriented FTI politics. Besides, the council 

gets on as central network point of the technology and research scenery, as a co-ordinator and amplifier 

of the varied activities, as a connector between the actors, as a filter and above all as an accent 

compositor. It compiles in addition in the narrow dialogue with the decisive actors of the FTI politics 

recommendations for a medium-term and long-term adjustment in this politically field and announce 

statements for investment decisions with public budget. 

 

The council for research and technology development presecute the aim to create a worldwide 

competitive innovation sphere in Austria. This contains the demand for an increase of the research and 

development rate on 3% of the GDP till 2010 and a qualitative improvement of the research and 

development politic by concentration on cluster education between science and economy. 

2.3. REGIONAL STRATEGIES 

2.3.1. The economic mission statement of Salzburg7 
The economic policy guidelines were enacted in November 2003 by the Salzburg government. The 

federal state government reacted to the changed financially conditions since the creation of the first 

economic mission statement in 1997. The economic policy guidelines constitute an important document  

for a futureorientedeconomic policy of the country.  

 

Thereby it should strengthen the Salzburg economy, through providing measures and strategies for 

important economic issues and by leading the way for future developments. As an economic mission 

statement it motivates to common actions, while it contributes to the fact that single interest teams and 

                                                      
7
 Vgl. http://www.salzburg.gv.at/wirtschaftsleitbild-langfassung.pdf 
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affected persons identify higher sighting and strategies. Besides, it serves the grounds and explanation for 

economic and labour market political actions and decisions. Based on total 18 strategies and numerous 

measures in the areas of Innovation and economy-related research, work and education, innovation 

environment and basic infrastructural conditions, advanced regional strategies are applied.
8
 

 

The purpose of the economic policy guidelines is to site the country of Salzburg as a country with the 

highest standard of living, the highest quality of life and sustainable workplaces in Europe. To reach a 

well-balanced development of the economy the implementation of the following economic guidelines is 

necessary:  

 

¶ Strengthening the innovation force of the Salzburg economy by specific advancement of the regional 

innovation system. 

¶ Strengthening the economic power of Salzburg by development of attractive technology segments 

(ĂStrengthening of several pivot legsñ). 

¶ Strengthening of the attraction of the industrial location Salzburg by the construction and removal of 

a modern infrastructure, in particular from efficient transport and communication devices. 

¶ Creation and support of educational and qualification institutions at highest education level. 

¶ Strengthening the economic power by hedging and advancement of Salzburg as an attractive 

tourism destination. 

¶ Strengthening the economic power in structural-weaker regional areas to reach a regional 

wellbalanced standard of living of the Salzburg population. 

¶ Strengthening the environmental orientation of economic policy and management for the protection 

of high recreational assets of all regions in Salzburg linked with a high quality of life. 

¶ Raising awareness that in an attractive region like Salzburg key projects of international format have 

chances if the high level of development should be held and be improved further. 

 

Special relevance relies in the fact that the cooperation between the actors of the regional economic policy 

in the country, the interest organisations, the city of Salzburg and between the municipalities as well as 

the EU-Regio at the Austrian and Bavarian border is supported in regional economy-related fields. The 

support of a positive economic disposition in the different social groupings of the population is essential. 

2.3.2. Program for strengthening the competitiveness (2007-20013) 9 
Central objective of the programme is to strengthen the industrial location by rising the competitiveness 

and encouraging economy oriented knowledge and innovation. The programme orientates itself in 

programmes on European level (Lisbon and Gothenburg aims), national level (Strategically state frame 

plan - STRAT.AT) as well as on the economic objectives of the country of Salzburg (economic policy 

guidelines). 

 

The implementation of the programme consists of various measures on two axis: 

- Axis 1 objectives are split up in two action fields: Strengthening economy oriented 

knowledge and innovation. 

 

                                                      
8
 Vgl. http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/wt/wlb.htm 

9
 Vgl. Stärkung der Wettbewerbsfähigkeit der Region Salzburg: Operationelles Programm 2007-2013 (2070), 

http://www.salzburg.gv.at/programm-broschuere.pdf 
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-Axis 2 objectives seek to activate the innovative potential especially in the southern regions 

to increase a more innovation-orientated development in the economy. 

 

Regarding to the content of measures in Axis 1 RTT the following two issues shall be further considered: 

 

Innovation assistance and innovation- and technology transfer coaching: 

The objective is to support SME by identifying their innovation potentials and to further support them in the 

preparation of innovation and technology transfer projects. There are demanded SME with which interest 

and potential is given in innovation projects, which cannot raise, nevertheless, the necessary know-how in 

the company on grounds of the size and/or structure of the company or the innovation project.
 10

 

 

Networks and Cooperationôs of enterprises 

The development of networks and cooperationôs is a specific issue of this programme and shall contribute 

to overcome the small and medium structure of the Salzburg economy. The competition ability of the 

companies should be strengthened by exchange of know-how in product innovation, process innovation or 

service innovation and by supporting the interfaces between official offered services (e.g. research 

establishments, advanced technical colleges, universities).
11

 

2.3.3. Program Innovation support by the country of Salzburg12 
As a part of the program on innovation support of the country of Salzburg, investment subsidies, research 

and development cooperationôs between science and economy as well as single-company research and 

development projects shall be facilitated. The basic prerequisite is a positive commitment for funding of 

the Research Promotion Agency or the innovation and technology fund. On this basis, a financial support 

of up to 10% of the project costs can be amounted. 

2.4. REGIONAL PLAYER 

2.4.1. The federal government of Salzburg 
On the regional level, the Salzburg Landtag is the forum of the parliamentary democracy and therefore the 

legislative corporate body of the federal state of Salzburg. The government is the uppermost leading 

executive organ of the country. Thereby the department of economy, tourism and energy is the regional 

contact point for all interests of the economic development and economic policy in regional development 

and EU regional policy. 

2.4.2. Council for science and research13 
The council for science and research was implemented to support the Salzburg government (science and 

economic department) as well as the postregular agencies and institutions in questions of the science 

politics, research politics and technology politics and to work out recommendations for main future 

settlements. 

                                                      
10

 Vgl. http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/wt/regional/regionale-wettbewerbsfaehigkeit/rwf-massnahmen-

/innovationsassistenz.htm  
11

 Vgl. RWF Salzburg 2007-2013: Stärkung der regionalen Wettbewerbsfährigkeit ï Programm Maßnahmen, 

http://www.salzburg.gv.at/pdf-rwf-programmmassnahmen  
12

 Vgl. http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/wt/wirtschaftsfoerderung/kmu/innovationen.htm 
13

 Vgl. http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/bildungforschung/obtree_allgemein-

forschungwissenschaft/rat.htm#empfehlungen  

http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/wt/regional/regionale-wettbewerbsfaehigkeit/rwf-massnahmen%1f/innovationsassistenz.htm
http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/wt/regional/regionale-wettbewerbsfaehigkeit/rwf-massnahmen%1f/innovationsassistenz.htm
http://www.salzburg.gv.at/pdf-rwf-programmmassnahmen
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For this purpose, the WFR is staffed with international famous experts from different areas of the Austrian 

science and economy scene. The elaboration of recommendations of the WFR follows in vote with the 

sighting and interests of the country Salzburg. Hence, the WFR consults in questions of the science, 

research and technology together with experts of the country Salzburg who attend at the council meetings. 
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3. NATIONAL / REGIONAL RTT SITUATION 

3.1. National RTT siutuation 

3.1.1. Austrian business service (aws)14 
As promotional bank of the federal government, the Austria business service is the settlement centre for 

the company-related economic development. The focus is to create a solution for a sustainable growth by 

appliance of intelligent support system. The aws as a special bank is 100% in the possession of the 

Republic of Austria. The Federal Ministry for Economy, family and youth and the Federal Ministry of 

transport, innovation and technology operate as an owner's sales representative.  

 

Therefore, the aws render their portfolio on behalf of public order. Clients are beside the owners numerous 

Federal Ministries, countries, public offices and interest representative offices. With them and other 

partners, the aws work closely together to protect the interests of the location Austrian industry. With her 

scopes of business, the aws covers the activities of their most important target groups. Therefore, the 

issue of a One-Stop-Shop is fulfilled because the aws offers supports in the full range of encouragements. 

 

The aws offers a broad range of company-specific investment promotion programs and services. Aws 

offers financial assistance and consultancy for companies, from the pre seed phase up to the expansion 

stage. The range of assistance reaches for Austrian companies from financial assistance in form of loans 

guarantees, grants and/or equity as well as consultancy services in three core business segments. These 

are Start up, Innovation & Technology Development and also Business growth & Regional development. 

The aws works in close cooperation with international financial institutions and European partner 

organization. Furthermore, the aws is a member of different networks.  

 

The aws takes its main focus in specific technology areas: for example, in the patent realisation with the 

financing of patent applications and the specific realisation by licensing. Another focus lies in the financing 

of high technology start up's and the linking up support of the lasting growth of high-tech company by 

intelligent supports.
 15

 

 

Life Science Austria (LISA)
16

 

Life Sciences (i.e. Application of scientific knowledge of modern biotechnology and genetic technology as 

well as innovative medicine technology with straight free-enterprise orientation) count to the most 

innovative fields of investigation with approved big economic potential.  

 

Objective of LISA is to contribute that Life Sciences companies develop successfully in Austria and with 

the chance to raise the international competition. Responsible body of the programme LISA is the Federal 

Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth.  

 

Life Science Austria (LISA) developed a long-standing know-how in this area and offers consulting 

services especially for start-ups in this potential field. Furthermore, it provides the following services:  

                                                      
14

 Vgl. http://www.awsg.at  
15

 Vgl. http://www.awsg.at/portal/index.php?x=45&n=50 
16

 Vgl. http://www.awsg.at/portal/index.php?n=78 

http://www.awsg.at/
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¶ Support by cerating business plans 

¶ Market search and analysis  

¶ Mediation of cooperation partners and financiers 

¶ Economic education and continuing education for physical scientists, technicians, doctors who are 

active in the area of Life Science. 

 

Nanotechnology
17

 

The initiative NANO network is an important module of the Austrian wide NANO initiative. The NANO 

initiative aims as a national research and technology development program the creation of surpluses and 

of a bundling of the resources between science and company.  

 

High-priority objectives are: 

¶ Creating a regional network by integrating regional actors, in the area of research and education 

(education and continuing education), who are equipped with adequate human resources. 

¶ Support in the creation of network partners in neighbouring countries (e.g.: Switzerland or  

Germany and in East Europe) in the field of NANO. 

3.1.2. The Austrian promotion research agency (FFG)18 
The Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) is the national funding agency for industrial research and 

development in Austria. As a "one-stop shop" offering a diversified and targeted programs portfolio, the 

FFG gives Austrian businesses and research facilities quick and uncomplicated access to research 

funding.  

 

The FFG is wholly owned by the Republic of Austria, represented by the Federal Ministry for Transport, 

Innovation and Technology (bmvit) and the Federal Ministry of Economics and Labour (BMWA). As a 

provider of funding services, however, the FFG also works for other national and international institutions. 

It offers a comprehensive range of services for Austrian enterprises, research institutions and researchers 

ï from the management of public funding programmes to consulting services in all phases of technology 

development and innovation, from support for integration into European research programmes and 

networks to the promotion of Austrians interests at the European and the international level.  

 

The FFG takes a broad view of its statutory task of "promoting research, technology, development and 

innovation for the benefit of Austria". In addition to funding programmes, their portfolio also includes a 

wide range of other services, such as consulting and information services, establishing contact with 

possible partners, technology transfer activities and networking with the European and international 

research community. 

 

Objectives and Mission 

All FFG activities aim to strengthen Austria as a research and innovation centre on the global market and 

thus help to ensure the long-term availability of high quality jobs and maintain the prosperity of one of the 

worlds wealthiest countries. 

                                                      
17

 Vgl. http://www.awsg.at/portal/index.php?n=484 
18

 Vgl. http://www.ffg.at  

http://www.ffg.at/
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These goals reflect the statutory purpose of the FFG: "The purpose of the FFG is to promote research, 

technology, development and innovation for the benefit of Austria." (Sec. 3 of the FFG Act) 

 

The tasks of the FFG are stipulated follows: 

¶ To manage and finance research projects in the business and science sectors, impulse 

programmes for the economy and research facilities, and networks fostering cooperation between 

science and industry. 

¶ To manage cooperative programmes and projects with the EU and other European and 

international partners. 

¶ To represent Austrian's interests at relevant European and international institutions on behalf of 

the Austrian government. 

¶ To provide consultation and support to intensify Austrian's involvement in European programmes, 

especially in the EU Framework Programme for Research, Technology and Innovation and the 

Framework Programme for Competitiveness and Innovation. 

¶ To provide support and strategy development services for decision-makers in the Austrian 

innovation system. 

¶ To improve public awareness of the importance of R&D. 

For the conversion of her aims, the following portfolio offers the FFG following support programmes. 

 

General Programmes 

Application-oriented research promotion forms the basis of direct State funding for research and 

technology in Austria. The FFG General Programmes provide funding for commercially viable research 

projects carried out by companies, research institutes and individual researchers or inventors. Our goal is 

to support innovative ideas and research initiatives and to help transform them into tangible, successful 

projects. 

 

Structural Programmes 

The optimal cooperation between companies, universities, research institutes and transfer organisations is 

the key to a successful innovation system, and thus to a competitive economy.  

The FFG Structural Programmes support this networking. They help to overcome structural shortages and 

weak points and to continuously adapt proven structures to new challenges. 

 

Thematic Programmes 

The Thematic Programmes focus on pushing key national topics. The goal is to increase the number of 

research projects dealing with topics of particular strategic importance for business and technology 

development, in order to achieve a critical mass in these fields.  

 

EU Preparatory Funding 

The Austrian Research Promotion Agency FFG is the Austrian competence and service centre for 

participating in international research and development activities. FFG is the National Contact Point for the 

7th Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and 

demonstration activities (FP7). 

 

Austrian Space Applications Programme 

Space technologies are a worldwide market with dynamic growth. Therefore they are very interesting and 

important for Austria. To support Austrian science and industry to increase their importance in this market, 
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the Austrian Space Applications Programme was initiated, based on a recommendation of the Austrian 

Council for Research and Technology Development. 

3.1.3. Austrian Science Fund (FWF)19 
The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) is Austria's central funding organization for basic research. The 

purpose is to support the ongoing development of Austrian science and basic research at a high 

international level. 

 

In this way, the FWF makes a significant contribution to cultural development, to the advancement of their 

knowledge-based society, and thus to the creation of value and wealth in Austria. 

 

Their objectives 

¶ To strengthen Austria's international performance and capabilities in science and research as well 

as the country's attractiveness as a location for high-level scientific activities, primarily by funding 

top-quality research projects for individuals and teams and by enhancing the competitiveness of 

Austria's innovation system and its research facilities; 

¶ To develop Austria's human resources for science and research in both qualitative and 

quantitative terms based on the principle of research-driven education; 

¶ To emphasize and enhance the interactive effects of science and research with all other areas of 

culture, the economy and society, and in particular to increase the acceptance of science and 

research through concerted public relations activities. 

 

Their values 

¶ Excellence and competition: The FWF's funding activities focus on research efforts devoted to 

generating new knowledge; the quality of research is assessed by international referees on a 

competitive basis. 

¶ Independence: Creativity in basic research requires freedom. Thanks to its legally independent 

status, the FWF is able to ensure this freedom and to safeguard science and research from the 

direct influence of special interest groups. 

¶ International orientation: The FWF is guided by the standards of the international scientific 

community and actively supports cooperation across national borders. 

¶ Equal treatment of all disciplines: The FWF treats all researchers according to the same 

standards, without giving preference to or discriminating against individual disciplines. 

¶ Transparency and fairness: The FWF makes every effort to avoid conflicts of interest, to 

implement checks and balances in all stages of its procedures, and to communicate its methods 

and decision-making process clearly in order to ensure acceptance of its activities. 

¶ Gender mainstreaming: The equal treatment of women and men in research is a top priority at the 

FWF, and their organization pursues this objective through specific programs and gender 

mainstreaming in all fields. 

¶ Equal opportunities: The FWF evaluates grant applications without regard to the applicant's 

position or academic degree. 

¶ Ethical standards: The FWF is dedicated to ensuring that the rules of sound scientific practice and 

internationally accepted ethical standards are observed within the fund's sphere of influence. 

                                                      
19

 Vgl. http://www.fwf.ac.at  

http://www.fwf.ac.at/
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3.1.4. Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (WKO)20 
Based on the Economic Chamber Act the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber is a democratic, self-

governing body, funded by its members. 

 

This guiding principle ensures the best possible representation, coordination and balance of sector and 

size-related interests. Since the entire Austrian business community speaks with one voice through the 

Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, the latter is the perfect intermediary to represent Austrian business 

and industry. 

 

The Austrian Federal Economic Chamber is financially self-supporting with around 85% of expenditure 

covered by member contributions and a further 15% by revenues from marketable sales. This factor, 

combined with organisational management through democratic self-government, makes it fully 

independent from public authorities. 

 

The Austrian Federal Economic Chamber coordinates and represents the interests of the Austrian 

business community at a national and international level. 

 

Within the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber's system it functions as the national umbrella organisation 

for the 9 regional Chambers (one in each of Austria's federal regions) and 110 trade associations for 

different industries. Regional Chambers and associations have local offices to provide services in close 

proximity to members. 

 

Main tasks and activities 

¶ Representation of membership interests at all levels of government as well as at the European 

level vis-à-vis European institutions and organisations. By law, national governments are obliged 

to consult with Chambers on legislative projects and important regulations. In many laws provision 

is made to involve Chambers in decision-making and administrative procedures. 

¶ At the European level, the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber is a member of Eurochambres, 

UEAPME and Eurocommerce as well as numerous sectoral European organisations. 

¶ Information and advisory service to members typical issues include taxation, labour law, 

vocational training, industry-specific legislation, industry-wide advertising and market research. 

¶ Collective bargaining with unions Trade associations engage in negotiations with their respective 

sectoral countrywide union. 

¶ Economic Promotion and Development as well as training and consulting are mainly organised by 

a specialised department in each region (WIFI, Wirtschaftsförderungsinstitut). 

¶ Austrian Trade - Business Support and Promotion of International Trade is provided by a 

specialised department at a national level (AWO, AUSSENWIRTSCHAFT ÖSTERREICH), 70 

Trade Commissions around the world and a network of specialised experts within all regional 

Chambers. 

 

Mission statement 

¶ The Austrian Federal Economic Chamber advocates the social market economy, the deepening 

and enlargement of the EU, international free trade, subsidiarity and self-government, a dynamic 

conception of competitiveness, a new dimension of social partnership and social responsibility. 

                                                      
20

 Vgl. www.wko.at  

http://www.wko.at/
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¶ The Austrian Federal Economic Chamber acts as a representative of the interests of business in a 

pluralistic society. It plays a major role in securing a life of freedom and prosperity in a pleasant 

environment for the citizens of the country. 

3.1.5. The Federation of Austrian Industries (IV)21 
The Federation of Austrian Industries (IV) is a voluntary body representing the interests of Austrian 

industry, currently comprising about 3,500 members. It is their central goal to represent the interests of the 

members both in Austria and at the European level in a targeted and sustainable manner. 

 

The organisational structure of the IV is based on office-holders serving on a voluntary basis as well as 

staff in paid employment. Nine independent Regional Groups, the Federal organisation and the Brussels 

office of IV provide a broad range of services for the members of the organisation. 

3.2. REGIONAL RTT SIUTUATION 

3.2.1. The country Salzburg: Department of economy, tourism and energy22 
As a platform for information and consultation in economic, tourism and energy related issues, the 

department supports regional economy by implementing funding instruments and support measures. With 

the long-term planning of the economic policy in Salzburg and the development of principle programmes, 

the department of economy, tourism and energy innovates strategies to for the future to strengthen the 

local economy.  

3.2.2. Innovations- und Technologietransfer Salzburg GmbH (ITG)23 
 

The Innovation & Technology Transfer Salzburg (ITG Salzburg) is a non-profit oriented organisation acting 

as an intermediary between companies, academic or non-academic research institutions and the 

economy, as well as governmental institutions. ITG Salzburg focuses on stimulating commercial and 

research activities with an emphasis on supporting cooperation and coordinating the technology- & 

innovation-related policies of the Salzburg government.  

 

In order to fulfil this assignment ITG Salzburg implements activities for:  

Å Strengthening cooperation between enterprises and research institutions 

Å Stimulating knowledge, innovation and technology transfer on a regional, national and international 

level 

Å The creation and further development of networks and clusters 

Å Improving the access to and exploitation of research results 

 

ITG Salzburg aims to achieve these objectives with a strategic management of R&D and innovation 

related activities and by managing and realising projects and support activities in the fields of knowledge, 

innovation and technology transfer. 

                                                      
21

 Vgl. http://www.iv-net.at/  
22

 Vgl. http://www.salzburg.gv.at/themen/wt/zis-homepage/zis-partner.htm 
23

 Vgl. http://www.itg.at 

http://www.iv-net.at/
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3.2.3. Innovations Service (IS)24 
The Innovationsservice Salzburg was established in 2001 by the Regional Government of Salzburg and 

the Salzburg Chamber of Commerce to act as an intermediary between local enterprises and funding 

organisations at a national and regional level. 

 

The Innovationsservice Salzburg is also a gateway to the services of the EU Enterprise Europe Network 

for international technology transfer, competitiveness and innovation. Advising on the plethora of 

technology and innovation related funding programmes at regional and national level in addition to EU 

funding and support actions. 

 

The Innovationsservice was formed as a ñone stop shopò to consult on technology and innovation topics, 

to improve the transparency of related support programmes and services and to ensure that the individual 

innovation & RTD support mechanisms are properly accessed. Companies and research institutions 

located in the city or region of Salzburg receive guidance and information from a single advisory 

organisation pertaining to technology & innovation funding, experts, sources of know how, technology 

cooperation, risk capital, patents and technology oriented business start-ups. 

 

The key areas of activity are 

¶ Information relating to innovation & RTD funding 

¶ Patent strategy and IPR, strategic planning of product development and innovation 

¶ Research, development and Fördercoarching for companies in Salzburg  

¶ Technology transfer, contact to research institutions 

¶ Information on new technical development and production processes 

¶ Participation in cross-branch activities and regional network initiatives 

¶ Lobbying on national technology initiatives 

¶ International technology transfer 

3.2.4. Business Creation Center Salzburg (BCCS)25 
The BCCS is part of the AplusB

26
 program. The Ăbusiness Creation centre Salzburgñ (BCCS) has the 

assignment, to use available innovation potential for academic formation of a company (Spin-offs) in 

Salzburg and to stimulate and support therefore the number and quality of successful setting up plans. 

People with academic education and scientific staff from all disciplines with persuasive and innovative 

business ideas are a target group of the BCCS. 

 

For a period of one and a half year offers the BCCS a start platform with rooms and infrastructure, 

professional consultation and coaching, support and workshops by experts, continuing education 

programmes, professional seminars, monetary support and financial consultation up to successful setting 

up of the company. 

 

BCCS support services in detail: 

¶ Education module (Marketing, calculation, financing, law, organisation, sales, property rights,..) 

¶ Developing of a business idea by application of a business plan 

¶ Protection by laws (patent, trademarks, design,..) 

                                                      
24

 Vgl. http://www.innovationsservice.at 
25

 Vgl. http://www.bccs.at 
26

  For turther information about the program see Institutional setting 
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¶ Market verification (market analyses, market potential, further supports e.g. by diploma thesis) 

¶ Verification of competitors 

¶ Product development, prototyping 

¶ Juridical and business consultation 

¶ Financial consultation (bank loans, Business Angel, VC,..) 

¶ building up of business (Logo and CD creation) and business (re)presentation 

¶ Business and scientific company attendance 

3.2.5. University of Salzburg27 
 

The university of Salzburg, is project partner of the uni:invent programme. It is the aim of the program to 

tap the patenting sound licensing potential at Austrian universities as well as in the non-university area 

optimally and to apply them to a efficient economic use. 

 

With it the chance presents for the universities for a systematic economic use of the intellectual property 

rights. Therefore, the university research will win steadily in meaning. To do justice in the best way to this 

new challenge, it was necessary to build up a corresponding professional patent and realisation 

infrastructure, which should guarantee an optimum realisation or an optimum transfer and which can also 

exist internationally. 

 

Essential element from uni:invent is the implementing and financing of innovation scouts. They are 

available for the universities in questions of the protection of the intellectual property in an advisory 

capacity aside, the patent financing, the support with the marketing and realisation as well as the support 

of the development of prototypes. 

3.2.6. Techno Z28 
The Techno-Z idea concerns around a network of seven technology centres and business incubators that 

offers perfect basic conditions for the resident companies. The advantages lie in the grouping of the 

regional potentials, in the adjustment on thematic main focuses, in the construction of technical 

competence nets and in the organisation of group projects. 

 

The core competences in settlement of innovation oriented companies and in the practically oriented 

conversion of technology transfer are good conditions for a regional network to support innovation, 

synergy and cooperation. Thereby the Techno-Z is a decorating partner for the development of 

technology-oriented concepts and a necessary stone of a comprehensive regional development. 

3.2.7. The science agency of Salzburg29 
The science agency of Salzburg is an association for the support of the regional knowledge transfer and is 

embedded as a research establishment and service equipment since beginning of the 1990s in the 

university scenery of Salzburg. Its fields of activity contain the mediation, exploitation of knowledge as well 

as the investigation of new subjects and questions. Thereby the science agency aims on interlinking, 

science, economy and companies. 

                                                      
27

 Vgl. http://www.uniinvent.at/; http://www.bmwf.gv.at/forschung/national/programme_schwerpunkte/uniinvent/ 
28

 Vgl. http://www.techno-z.at/ 
29

 Vgl. http://www.uni-salzburg.at/was 

http://www.uniinvent.at/
http://www.uni-salzburg.at/was
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The main topics for activities are: 

¶ Regional research and regional development 

¶ Demography and demographic changes  

¶ Opinion research and survey research  

¶ Competence management (competence map Salzburg)  

¶ Mediation of practically oriented dissertations and dissertations 

 

The essential aim of the science agency is to stimulate an information process, which should contribute to 

the university location of Salzburg and to promote the local and regional development. 

3.2.8. Salzburg Research30 
Salzburg Research Forschungsgesellschaft is the non-profit research organisation of the State of 

Salzburg. It is located within the grounds of Salzburg Techno-Z, one of Europe's largest information 

technology parks. Salzburg Research conducts applied research in the areas of information and 

communication technologies with a focus on creating and managing digital content.  

 

Salzburg Research offers a combination of strategic and practical solutions in technology and social 

development. Their mix of lead international projects, national competence centres, Pan European pilot 

studies and local consulting contracts, provides a dynamic flow of innovation and knowledge between our 

regional, national and international clients and partners. Their clients and partners include private 

companies, national and international technology leaders and public bodies such as governments, public 

administration, libraries and other educational and social institutions.  

 

Salzburg Research offers partners a broad range of scientific competencies. Its approach to information 

and communication technologies (ICTs), the Internet, and multimedia represents a combination of applied 

research and development activities, as well socio-economic strategic and market research competencies, 

together with target-group specific training and communication measures. The research activities are 

focussed on the application areas Digital Media, eCulture, eTourism, and EduMedia.  

 

Salzburg Research maintains an obligation to serve industry, its partner companies, and society at large.  

Partners and thus beneficiaries of research conducted by Salzburg Research are: 

 

¶ Industry 

Small, medium-sized and multinational companies in industry and in the service sector all profit 

from contract research, networking, and technology transfer. Salzburg Research develops 

technical and organisational solutions, which can be implemented in practice, and promotes 

applications for new technologies. Salzburg Research is a vital supplier of innovative knowledge 

to small and medium-sized companies who do not maintain their own in-house R&D departments. 

 

¶ Government and society 

Strategic research projects are carried out under contract to national and regional government. 

They serve to promote the implementation of cutting-edge technology and innovations in fields of 

information and communication technologies, internet and new media. Furthermore, Salzburg 

Research participates in technology programmes supported by the European Union. 

                                                      
30

 Vgl. http://www.salzburgresearch.at  

http://www.salzburgresearch.at/
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3.2.9. Salzburg research and innovation network tourism (SAFIT)31 
SAFIT is a network of the Salzburg research establishment and educational institutions in the subject of 

tourism. The general aim of the network is the removal and advancement of the research competence in 

Salzburg in the field of Tourism as well as the utilisation of this competence for the Salzburg economy. 

SAFIT is supported by the government and by the EFRE program. 

 

Objectives 

The aims of the present project are at two levels: 

1) Removal and advancement of the research competence in Salzburg in the area eTourism, in particular 

by 

¶ Constitution and establishment of a centre for economic tourism and leisure research. The 

research centre is settled since autumn 2005 in the ñAkademie Schloss Urstein Privatstiftung". 

¶ Widening the application field of IKT to the area of Tourism embedded in Salzburg Research 

¶ Development of a lastingness interdisciplinary tourism research (particularly in the application 

fields of Culture, Ecology and Transport) at the Paris-Lodron-University Salzburg. 

 

2) Utilisation of this research competence for the economy, in particular by 

¶ Education and continuing education 

¶ Knowledge transfer (speeches, seminars, publications, workshops) 

¶ Establishment of a central information portal on the Internet 

¶ Consciousness-pedagogic measures 

 

Partner 

¶ Salzburg Research 

¶ ARGE Tourismusforschung
32

 

o University of applied sciences Salzburg 

o (Information and management in tourism) 

o Academy Schloss Urstein Privatstiftung 

o Society of tourism institutions Salzburg 

o Section for tourism of the economic camber of Salzburg 

¶ Paris Lodron University Salzburg 

3.2.10. Embedded Systems Cluster Salzburg (ESYCS)33 
The cluster for embedded systems Salzburg has the aim new generated or thitherto insufficient used 

knowledge to support for economic use. 

 

ESYCS has built up in research cooperation with the university of applied sciences of Salzburg and the 

University of Salzburg following competences: 

 

¶ Distributed Embedded System 

¶ Software engineering for real-time systems 

¶ Comparative assessment of real time-Os 

¶ Tele-Haptics, building automation  

                                                      
31

 Vgl. http://www.safit.at/index.html  
32

 Vgl. http://www.safit.at/partner.html 
33

 Vgl. http://esycs.salzburgresearch.at/  

http://www.safit.at/index.html
http://www.safit.at/partner.html
http://esycs.salzburgresearch.at/
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¶ LocationBasedServices 

 

For the treatment of specialist subjects, authoritative laboratories are constructed for haptics, real time and 

software engineering. There student projects and dissertations can be carried out in narrow cooperation 

with the Salzburg economy. Own education module provides assure that the acquired knowledge about 

the involved institutions can be spread e.g. by courses, trainings or by studies. 

ESYCS is subsidy by the country Salzburg (department 15) and the European Union (European Regional 

Development Fund). 
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4. LEGISLATION AND REGULATION 

In Austria are three relevant statutes for the RTT. The first is the Forschungs- und 

Technologieförderungsgesetz (Research and development advancement law), the second is the 

Forschungsorganisationsgesetz (Research organisation law) and the third is the law for universities with 

reference to patent law as well as the copyright law. 

 

The following description will give a short overview over the main content of the three laws: 

4.1. RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ADVANCEMENT LAW 
(FTFG) 

The object of this federal law is the support of the scientific research as well as the support of the 

economic-technical research by support programmes and complementary measures.
34

 

 

For the purpose of the support of the research which serves the knowledge profit and the enlargement as 

well as deepening the scientific knowledge in Austria, the setting up and preservation of a "fund is 

regulated in it for the support of the scientific research" ("science fund").
35

 

 

Under consideration of the purposes and principles of the Whole-Austrian research and technology 

politics, the science fund incumbent the support of the scientific research projects as well as the 

appropriate administration of the financial resources. 
36 

 

The supportable projects could be in the field of: 
37

 

1. Propositions of economic-technical researches and technology developments; 

2. Plans in the area of the basic research or education measures in supplementation to the 

economic-technical researches and technology developments; 

3. Technical feasibility studies; 

4. Economic-technical propositions in the area of the national and international R&D cooperation; 

5. Technology transfer; 

6. Foundation of technology-oriented enterprises (Spin off's). 

 

Based on a supportable project the science fund has to ensure that the results of the promoted research 

projects have to be communicated and utilised.
38

 

4.2. RESEARCH ORGANISATION LAW (FOG) 
One of the guiding principles of the research organisation law is the regulation of the cooperation between 

universities and universal external research as well as the provision of adequacy of resources for science 

                                                      
34

 Vgl. Forschungs- und Technologieförderungsgesetz § 1, 14.1.2006 
35

 Vgl. Forschungs- und Technologieförderungsgesetz § 2, 14.1.2006 
36

 Vgl. Forschungs- und Technologieförderungsgesetz § 4 Abs.a, b; § 4a Abs.a 
37

 Vgl. Forschungs- und Technologieförderungsgesetz § 11 
38

 Vgl. Forschungs- und Technologieförderungsgesetz § 18 Abs 2 
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and research. Besides, he quick spreading and realisation of the results of science and research is one of 

the implemented aims. 
39

 

 

The lasted supports can be received in form from subsidies or preferred advances. Principle is that no 

immediate rights (monetary-worth quid pro quo) originate from claim of a support by the alliance. A 

support commitment is bound, like the criteria FTFG (§4a FTFG), to an observance of the aims and 

principles of the Austrian research and technology politics, in particular the research strategies of the 

Republic of Austria.
40

 

4.3. UNIVERSITY LAW 2002 
The university law 2002 formulates in article. 1 §13 paragraph d, from the 1.10.2004, that the university 

has to make her contribution to the development of the company. The aspect will taken into account by 

knowledge and technology transfer.
41

 

 

The aspect of the realisation of intellectual property under the concept of official inventions is regulated in 

§106 university law 2002 with reference to §7 Patent Act 970 and §40 Copyright Act. Therefore, the 

university as an employer (according to §7 - 2 patent law) has the right to engage inventions completely. 

On this occasion, an invention is valid as an official invention, if the invention arises directly or indirectly on 

the activities at work. An indirectly suggestion of knowledge usage / experience from the activity is 

enough.
 42

 

 

The legal right to the invention property begins after announcement of the circumstances for a period of 3 

months and is to be announced in written form to the inventors during this period. On passing this period, 

a legal right to realisation exists by the inventors / female inventors. After the expiration of this term, the 

inventor has the right for realisation by himself.
 43

 

                                                      
39

 Vgl. Art. 1 §1, FOG, 1.7.2000 
40

 Vgl. Art. 1 § 11, FOG, 15.7.2004 
41

 Vgl. Art. 1 § 13, Universitätsgesetz 2002, 1.10.2004 
42

 Vgl. §7 Abs. 2,3 Patentgesetz 1970, 1.7.2005 
43

 Vgl. Art. 1 § 106 Abs. 3 Universitätsgesetz 2002, 1.10.2002 
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5. CULTURAL AN SOCIAL ATTIDTUDES 

Austria disposes meanwhile about an internationally recognised high "cooperation culture". Essential 

component of this culture is to be able to revert to a wide range of supporting measures, which have the 

aim to support "industry-science linkages" and therefore to guarantee the quick realisation of more 

scientific knowledge. 

 

Just the expansion of technology programmes and structural programmes has supported this process 

since the 90s, so that the support of the knowledge and technology transfer today prominent aid 

programmes like competence centres and competence networks, which succession COMET, Christian 

Doppler Company (CDG), FH profit, AplusB and bridge are available. In addition, the latest measures for 

the purpose of regulation and realisation of the intellectual property at the universities are to be called.
44

 

 

In 2005, the council for research and technology announced a new position paper with basic principles 

entitled ĂStrategy in 2010 ï perspectives for research, technology and innovation in Austriañ.Besides, the 

strategy 2010 was bounded by the motto "Get more innovation to the market". Therefore, a global aim 

obliges, the strengthening of the competitiveness and the dynamic growth of the Austrian national 

economy by intensification the quantitative and qualitative of research and development.
45

 

 

One of the main objectives is that Austria belongs to those EU countries, which fulfil the specifications of 

the Barcelona or Lisbon guidelines at national level. 

 

                                                      
44

 Vgl. Österreichischer Forschungs- und Technologiebericht 2009, S. 81f. 
45

 Vgl. Strategie 2010: Perspektiven für Forschung, Technologie und Innovation in Österreich; S. 2 ff. 
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6. INSTITUTIONAL SETTINGS 

6.1. UNI:INVENT 
The Federal Ministry for Economy, family and youth and the Federal Ministry of science and research are 

the responsible institutions on national level of the uni:invent programme. The aim of the programme is to 

develop / support the patenting and licensing potential at Austrian universities as well as in the 

nonuniversity areas and to apply them to an efficient economic use. This important contribution has the 

purpose to strengthen the Austrian economic location but also to increase the international 

competitiveness. 

 

Patent utilisation & uni:invent
46

 

Scientific research and development - particularly in the area of the fundamental research - is often the 

initial point for new, innovative developments, which leads as product to an enhancement in life quality or 

to renewal of processes. 

 

The protection of the research results for the industry and the exploitation of the high added value 

potential for the Austrian economic location is an important aim of the Austrian Federal Government ï in 

particular with regard to the Lisbon contract. Particularly the lasting use of knowledge is crucial for the 

future of the economic development. 

 

With the knowledge about the relevance of intellectual property and his protection in the form of patents of 

the Austrian Federal Government, the council for research and technology development has 

recommended to dedicate special attention to this area in the form of specific supports. 

 

The Federal Ministry for Economy, family and youth and the Federal Ministry of science and research stay 

abreast of this recommendation by the development of specific supporting measures ï conducted by the 

aws. 

 

The purpose of the programmes is to be open the market for the patenting and licensing potential at 

Austrian universities as well as in the non-university area optimally. This is not just an important 

contribution to strengthen Austria as an economic location as well as to contribute the international 

competitiveness. 

 

Uni:invent - Universities 

Uni:invent is a program from the aws and Austrian universities. Following universities are partner in the 

program: 

¶ University of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences Vienna 

¶ Karl-Franzens-University Graz 

¶ Johannes Kepler University Linz 

¶ Medical University Graz 

¶ Medical University Vienna 

¶ University of Technology Graz 

¶ Montanuniversität Leoben 

                                                      
46

 Vgl. http://www.awsg.at/portal/index.php?n=51  

http://www.awsg.at/portal/index.php?n=51
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¶ Medical University Innsbruck 

¶ Alpen-Adria-University Klagenfurt 

¶ University Vienna 

¶ Paris-Lodron-University Salzburg 

¶ Leopold-Franzens-University Innsbruck 

¶ University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna 

¶ University of Technology Vienna 

6.2. APLUSB-CENTRES (ACADEMIA PLUS BUSINESS)47 
AplusB supports innovative, technology-oriented spin-offs from the academic sector. The programme 

funds the so-called AplusB-Centres providing professional support for scientists in the difficult process of 

turning a good idea into a viable business. This involves both, the counselling and assistance during the 

actual start-up phase and also establishing the idea of entrepreneurship more firmly in academic theory 

and practice. 

 

Nine AplusB-Centres were established in which start-ups are qualified, counselled and coached. 

 

Background 

Start-up activities in Austria are generally not very dynamic in comparison to international standards; 

especially for the high-tech sector, which accounts for less than 10% of all new companies. The small 

number of new companies founded by university graduates and scientists is significant. The aim of the 

AplusB impulse programme therefore is to bring about a sustainable increase in the number of innovative, 

technology-oriented spin-offs from the academic sector. 

 

Objectives of the programme 

¶ Ensuring a sustainable increase in the number of academic spin-offs 

¶ enhancing the quality of these new companies (i.e. their technology and knowledge intensity), as 

well as their likelihood to succeed 

¶ increasing the potential for spin-offs from universities, universities of applied sciences and non-

university research institutions 

¶ enhancing the exploitation of research results by business 

¶ supporting other technology transfer measures 

 

AplusB is a programme developed, implemented and managed by the FFG on behalf of the Federal 

Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT). 

 

AplusB-Centres develop integrated bundles of measures targeted at young scientists from universities, 

universities of applied sciences and non-university research institutions: 

¶ awareness-raising, mobilisation and stimulation of start-up activity (events, information 

campaigns, professorships for entrepreneurship, etc.) 

¶ providing counselling, know-how and support (subject-specific tutoring and coaching, 

management consultancy, further training) for one and a half years 

¶ providing infrastructure facilities (laboratories, offices, etc.) 

¶ financial support 

                                                      
47

 Vgl. http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=68  

http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=68
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¶ providing optimal start-up conditions for the new companies by cooperating with potential 

investors and with other programmes 

 

Sponsors / applicants 

AplusB Centres are jointly sponsored by partnerships between different institutions. The minimum number 

of partners required is two; of these, at least one is an academic institution (university, non-university 

research institution, universities of applied sciences) and the other must have verifiable know-how in 

supporting and monitoring research-intensive company start-ups. 

 

Evaluation 

The centres have to undergo two evaluations during their funding period. A first evaluation is planned 

when centres have run for three years, a second when they are in their 5th year. 

 

The AplusB-Centres 

Since the programme start in 2002 nine centres have been established involving around 150 partners. 

The centres will support more than 300 spin-off projects during the following years. 

¶ accent, Lower Austria (www.accent.at) 

¶ BCCS-Business Creation Center Salzburg, Salzburg (www.bccs.at) 

¶ build!, Carinthia (www.build.or.at) 

¶ CAST, Tyrol (www.cast-tyrol.com) 

¶ INiTS, Vienna (www.inits.at) 

¶ SPG-Science Park Graz, Styria (www.sciencepark.at) 

¶ tech2b, Upper Austria (www.tech2b.at) 

¶ v-start, Vorarlberg (www.v-start.at) 

¶ ZAT ï Centre for appliance technology, Styria (www.unternehmerwerden.at) 

6.3. K ï CENTRES AUSTRIA (BY FFG) 
Competence Centres for Excellent Technologies (COMET) is the competence centre programme from the 

FFG established in 2007, which aims to intensify and concentrate cooperation between science and 

industry by establishing and exploiting joint research expertise, Austrian companies will be able to expand 

and secure their technological leadership, strengthening Austria as a research location. The programmeôs 

most ambitious task is to support research programmes of international excellence and to encourage the 

involvement of companies and scientists operating world-wide. 

 

COMET continues the success of the first generation of competence centre programmes in Austria - 

Kplus, K_ind and K_net, which were initiated in 1998 and are now being phased out. COMET is operated 

by the FFG on behalf of the Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology (BMVIT) and the 

Federal Ministry for Economics and Labour (BMWA). 

http://www.accent.at/
http://www.bccs.at/
http://www.build.or.at/
http://www.cast-tyrol.com/
http://www.inits.at/
http://www.sciencepark.at/
http://www.tech2b.at/
http://www.v-start.at/
http://www.unternehmerwerden.at/
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Figure 1:K-Centres locations
48

 

6.3.1. COMET - Competence Centres for Excellent Technologies49 
The competence centres programmes launched in 1998 are among the most successful technology policy 

initiatives in Austria. Today, some 1,500 researchers from science and industry work on jointly defined 

research programmes at more than 40 centres. The programmes are internationally recognised as Best-

Practice models. 

 

Building on these experiences the programme COMET - Competence Centres for Excellent Technologies 

has been launched. Special support will be given to those research activities which operate at the cutting-

edge and which also promise a high international profile. The competences of the players working at the 

centres are to be bundled to a greater extent than in the past, with the aim of systematically leveraging 

content-related synergies in order to obtain a global competitive advantage. Finally, the programme 

should also make a major contribution to developing human resources in Austria with attractive offers for 

researchers. 

 

Focus and target groups  

The programme addresses existing competence centres and networks, as well as new consortia with 

participants from science and industry. All three program lines are thematically open. However, every 

centre and every research project must have a defined theme.  

6.3.2. Kplus - Competence Centres Program 
Kplus is a funding initiative set up in 1998 to improve cooperation between the business and research 

sectors. The programme supported the establishment of competence centres set up for a limited period of 

time which are typically developed in cooperation with universities or contracted research organisations 

together with the business sector. They are designed to conduct high level, internationally relevant and 

pre-competitive research and development.  

As a result of 3 calls for tenders, 18 Kplus centres have been established, involving some 300 companies 

and around 150 scientific partners. 
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 FFG Jahresbericht 2004 
49

 Vgl. FFG, http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=851 

http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=851



