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Learning for the good of Central European technology transfer

15 Central European technology transfer specialists took ipagt study tour to the USThe tour was
organisedthrough the CERIMroject which isimplemented through the CENTRAL EUROPg dnme

and cofinanced by the European Regional Development Fund. The CERIM ,pvajbctlO partner
organisations from 7 countriegims at developing and validating a model to enhance the transfer of
technology and innovation from public research indtiins and universities in Central Europe to existing
businesses or new companies.

Made in Detroit

The first visit of the study tour was @etroit and Tech Town whichWwayy S { G 4GS | YA OSNRAA i
and technology parkrhe 12block park situated iformer GMfacilities stimulates job growth and small

business creation by developing companies in emerging-tieicimology industries including advanced
engineering, life sciences and alternative eneiggtroit has experienced severe challenges in the las
decades due to a shrinking auto industry that used tailbk S OA (1@ Qa &2t S LINE A RSNZ
of innovative industry and high unemployment rates is rather similar to many parts of Central Europe.
Therefore, it was interesting to see how W&ech Town has managed bwild up its park, which now
hostsabout 70 compaies and provides advanced incubation programmes for smaltteigiih companies

from around the world looking for a first fodtold in the US.

World-class technology transfer in Boston

Thesecond part of the study tour was located Bwstonwhere a broad number obrganisationsvere
visitedincluding MITBrigham and Women's Hospif@art of Harvard Mettal School), Boston University

and Massahuset Biotech Councillhe regiorof Boston is considered one of the most advanced in the
world concerning technology transfeAs we learned through our visits, this excellemam partly by
explained bythe world-class research going on at these universities, pady by the, in Europea
standards, great access to venture capital. Stitit the MIT Entrepreneurship Forum a number of
experienced venture capitalists and business andasussedabout why the Boston regioris lagging
behind California in terms of early stage investments.

Laterduring the tour the MIT Technology Licensing Office was visited and they are probably one of the
most successful technology transfer organisations in the US. In 2009, they filed 131 patents, closed 67
licensing agreements and had royalty revenue of aboutmillion USD. However, the Directdita
Nelsenstressed that not manyechnology transfer organisatiorin the US, are as successad them.
Success factofor them are the entrepreneurial climate in Boston/Cambridge and among the faculty of
MIT, great supportrbm the upper administration of MIT, and highly motivated and experienced
licensing managers.
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DrJames Eliasofféch Towpshowing a hydrogegas station located at the NextEne@gp F I OAf A (A
which is aresearch catalysts and business accelesafor alternative and renewable enerigyDetroit.

CERIIVprtnrstrying out a 3Bsystem for early diagnosis of breast cancer developed &b et
Sensors and Integrated MicrosysteRregram at Wayne State University in Detroit.
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The focus of the Ml Entrepreneurship Forum was eastgge financing of higtech companies.

The Smart Sensors and Integrated Microsystétmsgram at Wayne State University in Detroit has a
strong focus on industrgollaboration with the US Army and medical device corigs in foremost.
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