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LEARNING FROM GOOD PRACTICE TECHNOLOGY 
TRANFER MODELS IN THE UK 

ά!ƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ generally only worth trying to turn into a marketable innovation if it is protectable, has 

sufficient novelty and market size, and its impact is consistent with your instiǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέΣ ǎŀȅǎ ¢ŜǊǊȅ 

Pollard, Business Development Manager at ISIS Innovation, the technology transfer organisation at 

Oxford University. The audience of the presentation is technology transfer professionals from seven 

Central European countries visiting ISIS Innovation in order to improve their own work in transferring 

technology from universities to existing businesses or new companies. 

Learning for the good of Central European technology transfer 

The study tour to ISIS and to other good practice technology transfer models in the UK, was enabled by 

the CERIM-project, implemented through the CENTRAL EUROPE Programme and co-financed by the 

European Regional Development Fund. The CERIM project, aims at developing and validating a model to 

enhance the transfer of technology and innovation from public research institutions and universities in 

Central Europe to existing businesses or new companies.  

The London advantage 

The first visit of the study tour was to the London Technology Fund (LTF), where Chairman David 

McMeekin presented the regional seed-investment fund, financed by European Regional Development 

Fund and London Development Agency. LTF has completed 16 investments in seven new technology 

companies ranging from £50 000 - £1m per investment, always together with a partnership of other 

investors in order to secure businesslike conditions. 

Other visits in Greater London were to Queen Mary Innovation and Enterprise at Queen Mary University, 

London BioScience Innovation Centre at Royal Veterinary Collage, and BioPark Hertfordshire.  At these 

visits the CERIM partners were kindly shown around the facilities and learned how the 

incubators/science parks assisted newly created start-ups and more mature high-tech companies in 

providing laboratory and office space as well as important services. 

World-class technology transfer assistance by ISIS in Oxford 

The last stop on the study tour was to ISIS Innovation, the technology transfer organisation at Oxford 

University. ISIS is indeed one of Europe's more successful technology transfer organisations, with a track 

record during 2008 alone of 64 filed patents, 69 licensing agreements and creation of 4 spin-off 

companies. This could partly be explained by great research results coming from the world famous 

Oxford University but also from a very experienced staff of 54 professionals. The CERIM partners had the 

opportunity of present and discuss a few real »technology transfer cases« with personnel at ISIS. This 

work turned out to be a great opportunity to learn and receive feedback and could in the long run 

enhance the Central European technology transfer for the good of the economy and the society in 

general.  

 



 

© Copyright CERIM | 11.09.2009 | Study Tour 1 | Page 3 

 

 

 
Mr Sam Ogunsalu showing the new facility of Queen Mary  

Innovation and Enterprise at Queen Mary University. 
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Mr David McMeekin chairman of the London Technology Fund explaining the London advantage. 

 
CERIM partner Klara Stumpf by ValDeal Innovation presenting a real �c�š�����Z�v�}�o�}�P�Ç���š�Œ���vs�(���Œ�������•���_���(�}�Œ�� 

ISIS Innovations at Oxford University. 


